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Dear Joan,  
 
Sikh ethnic tick box response option for the Census 2021 in Scotland  
 
Since the Committee last met on 30 January 2020 to consider the Census Order there 
has been considerable public interest in the way the Census Order deals with the clear 
need for a Sikh ethnic tick box response option.  
 
On 31 January the Times in Scotland carried an article titled Sikhs threaten legal action 
over census that omits their ethnicity and on 15 February the Times in Scotland carried 
a follow up article titled Sikh Federation ramps up pressure over census recognition. 
 
On Tuesday 18 February we met the Cabinet Secretary, Fiona Hyslop to explain why 
the Census Order currently before the Scottish Parliament fails to adequately cater for 
the minority Sikh community in Scotland.  
 
We explained that without a Sikh ethnic tick box response option in the Census 2021 
Sikhs in Scotland would continue to not be properly monitored by public bodies and 
continue to face discrimination in terms of the fair allocation of resources and provision 
of public services.  
 
Since the meeting with Cabinet Secretary Fiona Hyslop, we have looked and 
confirmed the Race Equality Framework for Scotland 2016-2030 categorically states 
public authorities in Scotland monitor and use “ethnic” data in formulating policies and 
developing practices.  
 
We have looked at guidance from the NHS in Scotland that shows they follow the 
census categories for ethnicity in addressing inequalities and we have looked at data 
collected and used by individual NHS bodies. Data on religion is consistently 
incomplete and of poor quality compared to ethnicity data. Therefore, ethnicity data as 
opposed to religious data is more commonly used in decision making by NHS bodies.  
 
On Education, the Education Scotland Equality Strategy 2017-2019 shows monitoring 
of the workforce is only by gender, ethnicity, disability, age, sexuality and salary. The 
ethnicity categories used are those from the census and there is no mention of 
monitoring by religion. 
 
These examples prioritise ethnicity categories as defined by the census and limited or 
no use of religious data is repeated in different areas of the public sector in Scotland. 
This highlights Sikhs are consistently being overlooked and discriminated against by 
public bodies in deciding policies that impact on them.  
 
Representatives from the Sikh Federation (UK) and Sikhs in Scotland also met Aiden 
O’Neil QC of Ampersand Advocates and Sindi Mules of Balfour and Mason to consider 
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legal options earlier this week. They were clear the Census Order before Parliament 
could be challenged based on protection from discrimination as Sikhs are a legally 
recognised ethnic group and the Census Order could be declared invalid.  
 
A legal challenge would as it has in England and Wales significantly disrupt the timing 
and unnecessarily add to the cost of the Census in Scotland. It is our preference to 
reach a political resolution and it is our view that this can only be achieved if the 
Census Order is withdrawn and a Sikh ethnic tick box response option added before 
the Census Order is re-presented to the Scottish Parliament.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Joint submission from the Sikh Federation (UK) and Sikhs in Scotland 


